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Statistics of Livestock Marketing and 
Livestock Trucking in Iowa in 1931 
BY D. A. FITZGERALD 
This circular contains statistics relating to: (I) The mar-
ketings of Iowa livestock, (II) the marketings of Iowa livestock 
by truck, and (III) miscellaneous statistics on (a) the stocker 
and feeder movement of cattle, calves and sheep into Iowa, 
(b) the semiannual Iowa pig surveys and their relation to sub-
sequent marketings, and (c) receipts of Iowa cattle by grades 
at Chicago. 
PART I. MARKETINGS OF IOWA LIVESTOCK* 
TOTAL MARKETINGS 
In 1931 Iowa producers marketed 13,075,808 hogs, 1,589,283 
cattle, 260,400 calves, and 1,157,848 sheep and lambs. (See col. 
1, table I.) These figures represent an increase over the preced-
ing year of approximately 900,000 hogs, 58,000 C('ttle, 20,000 
calves, and 38,000 sheep and lambs. In only three other years, 
1928, 1924 and 1923, did Iowa producers market more hogs, and 
in 1931 Iowa's hog marketings formed 29.2 percent of the total 
federally inspected slaughter, 44,771,981 head. 
A conservative estimate of the number of hogs slaughtered 
on Iowa farms in 1931 would probably be 550,000, and in addi-
tion some 130,000 were slaughtered in local butcher shops, so 
that total production of hogs in Iowa (marketings plus local 
butcher shop and farm slaughter) would approximate 
13,756,000. Iowa producers, therefore, market about 96 percent 
of their total production, which is a much larger .proportion 
than that marketed for the United States as a whole. The esti-
mated total number of hogs slaughtered in the United States in 
1931, including those slaughtered on farms and in plants with-
out federal inspection, approximates 71,000,000 so that Iowa 
production is equal to about 19 percent of the total production 
of hogs in the United States. 
DISTRIBUTION OF MARKETINGS 
Hogs 
Livestock moves to packing plants for slaughter either 
through public stockyards or "direct." In the last six years 
the movement "direct" to packing plants has increased ma-
terially. Table I, in addition to showing the monthly market-
•Many or the tabulations In this ~Uon have either been prepared by Lelllle M. 
Carl, Agricultural Statistician, U. S. Department of Agriculture, Dea Moines, Iowa. 
or are bMed on Information supplied by him. Previous to 1932 they were published 
In the Jan. 1 luue of the Iowa Monthly Crop Report. The publl~aUon of this report 
was discontinued with the Dec. 1, 1931, Issue. 
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TABLE I. MARKETINGS OF SWINE FROM IOWA FARl\18. 
Direct to Pereen~ 
1031 Total At=llo direct to 
•toe nla Iowa Other paoken 
pq. planbl pq. planbl 
January 1,736,003 696,467 S00,895 1133,631 5U.O 
February 1,333,8!14 558,659 36!1,.563 406,672 58.1 
Marci> 1,084,734 475,230 300,116 300,388 56.2 
Af,ri! 896,808 352,120 2114,040 21i0,6W 60.7 1\ ay 019,63-l 344,210 308,023 267,401 62.6 
June 943,360 414,427 263,402 263,540 56.1 
July 850,774 404,739 275,314 170,721 52.D 
Aug11ot 723,669 353,166 217,905 152,598 51.2 
September 760,596 337,417 252,928 170,251 55.6 
October 008,094 355,489 337,967 214.638 60.0 
November 1,190,630 430,760 430,609 329,252 63.8 
n-mber 1,717,613 553,707 597,545 666,361 67.11 
1031 13,075,808 5,276,409 4,153,307 3,616,002 59.6 
1030 12,170,960 4,700,501 3,688,143 3,701,316 61.4 
19211 12,326,623 4,822,8ll8 367.t,057 3,821),668 60.D 
1928 13,125,0SG 6,323,329 3,61i0,386 3,151,341 51.8 
1927 11,551,003 5,889,590 3,2113,738 2,377,765 40.0 
1926 10,675 470 6,112,820 2,863,090 1,6911,563 42.7 
1025 10,882,512 6,827,361 2,375,406 1,619,745 37.3 
11124 13,746,317 8,744,0$7 2,870,570 2,122,681 36.4 
11123 13,316,347 8,337,528 2,686,973 2,291,846 37.4 
1022 0,698,591 5,928,584 1,1183,577 1,786,133 38.11 
1921 8,983,710 6,847,456 1,.'i69,105 1,Ji67,IS8 34.0 
1920 8,665,624 5,837,205 1,353,706 1,474,623 32.6 
In the aboff tablet.be oolumn headed by t.be eaptlcn "Direct to Iowa Paoldng Planbl" doea 
not include the volume of obipping to any Of tbe J18t'kiftlF planbl In the Sioux City, Iowa, stock· 
~area. Such movement hU been d~ted aa througb public stockyards. T!ie annual totall 
and pettenta&e9 from 1928 to 1031 Include "directa" reeelftd by all reportib!C paclun at Qd. 
cago Such receipts not repo1'ted ~oue to 11128, are now included in the fourth rolumn. 
Authority: U.S. Bureau ol Agncultunl Economica, Dirision ol Crop aad Llveatock Eotimata, 
Des Moines office. 
ings of Iowa hogs in 1931 and the yearly totals from 1920 to 
1931, shows also the movement (1) to public stockyards mar-
kets and (2) "direct" to packing plants, this latter group being 
subdivided to show the movement to packing plants located in 
Iowa (but not including those at Sioux City which is a public 
stockyards market) and the movement to packing plants lo-
cated outside Iowa. 
The movement of Iowa hogs through public stockyards was 
some 580,000 head larger in 1931 than in the previous year, and 
for the first time since 1924 the proportion of Iowa total mar-
ketings going to public stockyards was larger than in the pre-
vious year. llovement of Io\\·a hogs direct to Iowa packing 
plants also increased by approximately 475,000 head, while the 
movement to "other packing plants" decreased some 145,000. 
"Directs" to packers located on public stockyards market.-1 
are included in this "other packing plants" group since 1928 
so that the decline in this movemmt in 1931 indicates that a 
smaller number of Iowa hogs mo\•ed direct to public stockyards 
market packers. This decrease is further evidenced by the fact 
--1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
192-4 
1926 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
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TABLE II. PRIMARY DESTINATIONS-IOWA HOOS, 1920.1931. (In thouaands) 
Directs to 
Public Interior packing Other packing Concentration 
atockyards1 plabts1 plants points' 
---------, ---No. Percent No. Percent No. Percent No. Percent 
---------------5,837 67.4 1,470 16.9 239 2.8 1,120 12.9 
6,847 66.1 1,714 19.1 252 2.8 1,171 13.0 
6,929 61.1 2,184 22 . .!i 307 3.2 1,279 13.2 
8,338 62.6 2,968 22.3 408 3.1 1,612 12.1 
8,744 63.6 3,215 23.4 463 3.4 1,324 9.6 
6,827 62.7 2,653 24.4 317 2.9 1,086 10.0 
6,113 57.2 3,225 30.2 359 3.4 978 9.2 
6,890 61.1 3,664 31.7 456 3.9 1,641 13.3 
6,323 48.2 4,088 31.1 1,188 9.1 1,526 11.6 
4,823 39.1 4,068 3.1.1 1,336 10.8 2,100 17.0 
4,701 38.6 4,036 33.1 762 6.3 2,681 22.0 
5,276 40.-l 4,366 33.4 887 6.7 2,647 19.5 
'B. A. E., Dea Moines, Iowa. See table I. 
Total 
No. 
---8,666 
8,984 
9,699 
13,316 
13,746 
10,883 
10,675 
11,551 
13,125 
12,327 
12,180 
13,076 
'Partly eeUmated 192().1929. As reported by these markets 1930-31. 
The above table shows the first destination of Iowa hog marketinp. Uop, for e>ample, 
that may finally move lo interior packing plant• for alaugbter but go to these plants through re-
load elations are eonsideral as concentrallon point receipts and are credited to this group in the 
above table. They are not included in the direct.a to" Interior packing plants.'• 
that total receipts of "directs" at Chicago declined from 
2,724,758 in 1930 to 2,666,477 in 1931. 
In table II an attempt has been made to reclassify the annual 
11 direct'' movement upon the basis of whether it does, in fact, 
move directly from local shipper to packing plant or whether it 
moves there via a concentration point. Common usage of the 
word 11 direct'' in referring to livestock movement usually in-
cludes both these types of movement; in other words, "directs" 
has reference to all livestock 1rot moving through public stock-
yards markets. Such is its connotation in table I. 
Henceforth, however, unless otherwise stated, the word will 
be used in a more limited sense, to indicate movement that is in 
fact "direct" from shipper to packing plant. Movement via 
concentration points will be considered as another category. 
The reclassification in table ll, in addition to making a sep-
aration of the concentration point movement, also subdivides 
the "direct" movement into (1) directs to interior packing 
plants and (2) directs to other packing plants. Interior pack-
ing plants inelud~ the "Iowa packing plants" group (table I) 
und similarly located plants in adjoining states; in other words, 
plants located in Iowa or adjoining states but away from stock-
yards markets. "Other packing plants'' include all other pack-
ers receiving hogs direct from local shipping points in Iowa.• 
These plants may be located in the eastern states or at public 
stockyards centers in the East or :Midwest. 
•Two or three plants Included In this group more loglcall:v belonir In group I, but 
the report& n-aary In order to Include them In this lfl'OUP are not available. The 
receipts of Iowa hogs at these planta are not 1111119. 
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There was a smaller change in the percentage distribution of 
Iowa hogs to these four types of markets in 1931 as compared 
with 1930 than for any other year since 1925. Small percentage 
increases to stockyards and both packing plant groups were 
counterbalanced by a decrease from 22 to 19% percent in the 
proportion going to concentration points. Because of an in-
crease of 7.4 percent in total marketings of Iowa hogs in 1931 
as compared with 1930, public stockyards receipts increased 
12.4 percent, interior packing plant receipts increased 8.2 per-
cent, other packing plant receipts increased 15.6 percent, while 
concentration point receipts only declined 5 percent. 
Concentration point receipts of Iowa hogs reached their maxi-
mum in 1930. The decline from 22 percent to 19% percent in 
1931 and of 134,000 in the absolute volume was in spite of an 
increase from 28 to 34 in the number of points operating. The 
number of concentration points located in or immediately adja-
cept to Iowa has doubled since 1927. 
In 1930 the average volume of Iowa hogs handled by concen-
tration points was about 96,000, whereas in 1931 the average 
had dropped to about 75,000. This compares with an average 
of slightly less ·than 91,000 in 1927. It must be remembered, 
however, that this does not represent the average volume of 
hogs handled by Iowa concentration points since a number of 
stations receive hogs from other states. Total receipts aver-
aged 83,000 for the 34 stations in operation at the end of 1931. 
If stations which started busin<'ss within the year and there-
fore do not have a complete year's volume of business are omit-
ted, the volume handled would average nearly 88,000. 
Less than 5 percent of the Iowa hogs received at concentra-
tion points• are forwarded to Iowa or other interior packing 
plants. Practically all the remainder are shipped to er other 
packers" located at public stockyards market centers in the 
East or Midwest or in eastern cities without public stockyards 
markets. A few concentration points occasionally move odd 
lots of hogs to the public stockyards, in which case they will 
appear in two columns in table II, but the volume of this move-
ment is small and the error caused by it is insignificant. 
Packing plants in Iowa (not including those at Sioux City) 
receive slightly more than 90 percent of the Iowa hogs moving 
direct to interior packing plants. These Iowa plants slaugh-
tered, in 1931, 4,290,229 hogs, of 'vhich 4,065,274, 95 percent, 
were Iowa hogs. These slaughter figures include a small num-
•eoneentratlon polntll u herein considered Include ont,. ~ polnta that Jia.,. 
a rather _lll.,. phralc:al plant (eltlier ownell bJ' the operator or, more uaallJ', 
leaaed bJ' him from the railroad) at which the laclUU• are anllable for reeetwlnir 
and handll~ rail hORS. Before the adttnt of the tnek. ••re-load statlona" ,.... a 
more claerlptlft term to •PPIJ' to thne polnta sine. U..,. were Jamir enpged In re-
eelvlnll' rail '-9, unallJ' aln1de deck, and "re-lo&dlnir" In doablH«k can alter lhOJ' 
wue sorted and Rl'llded. Sine. the trnck bu become nch an lmPClf't&nt factor, a 
number of the 1tatlon1 IJJtClallu In "conoentraUnK" tnck hop for rail 1hlpment. 
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her obtained from public stockyards, (the total public stock-
yards markets' purchases of hogs by Iowa packing plants 
amounted to 97,866 in 1931) but does not include reshipments to 
other markets or packing plants of 62,795. Direct receipts and 
slaughter by Iowa packing plants are rather alosely adjusted. 
Only occasionally do these plants receive on direct purchase 
more hogs than they can slaughter and very rarely indeed do 
they receive hogs of a kind or quality they cannot use. Only oc-
casionally is it necessary- for them to go to public stockyards 
markets to supplement their local purchases. 
Cattle and Calves 
In 1931, 85.5 percent of Iowa cattle marketings moved to 
stockyards markets and 14.5 percent moved direct to interior 
packers as compared with 98.1 and 1.9 percent, respectively, in 
1920. Thus the proportion moved direct has increased nearly 
700 percent in 12 years. During the same time stockyards re-
ceipts of calves from Iowa has decreased from 95 to 60.6 percent 
of the total, and th_e movement to interior packers has in-
TABLE III. MARKETINGS OF CATTLE FRO?.l IOWA FARMS. 
Total Marketed throuab Marketed direct to 
1931 marketings atockyarda marketa Interior packen 
o[ cattle 
Number 
Percent 
of total Number 
Percent 
of total 
JanUU)' 119,671 lOS,105 87.8 14,566 12.2 
Febrttar)' 107,300 95,675 89.1 11,724 10.9 
March 135,030 117,276 86.D 17,754 13.1 
Af.ril 138,568 120,810 87.2 17,749 12.8 l\ ay 137,789 119,223 86.5 18,566 13.5 
June 154,471 131,Dll5 85.5 22,476 14.5 
July 143,073 118,120 112.6 24,953 17.4 
AUlrll•t 159,2!11 135,23.'l 84.0 24,058 JIU 
September 128,850 107,870 83.7 20,980 16.3 
October 115,322 Dl.2SI 79.2 24,038 20.8 
November 122,710 104,659 85.3 18,060 14.7 
December 127,100 110,000 87.3 16,200 12.7 
Yearly totala 
1031 1,589,283 1,358,159 85.11 231,124 14.5 
1030 1,531,755 1,337,245 87.3 104,610 12.7 
1029 1,509,116 1,356,831 89.9 152,285 10.1 
1928 1,436,009 1,200,191 89.8 145~18 10.2 
1927 1,824,622 1,1166,513 01.3 158,100 8.7 
1926 1,899,405 1,788,080 04.2 111,325 5.8 
1025 1,736,527 1,661,034 95.6 75,493 4.4 
1024 1,000,744 1,813,834 05.0 95,010 5.0 
1023 1,879,706 1,781,085 94.7 08,711 5.3 
1022 1,674,HO 1,&10,403 08.0 33,737 2.0 
1921 1,636,743 1,605,061 98.1 30,782 1.9 
1020 1,703,603 1,671,104 08.1 32.499 1.9 
Note: Celft:9 marketed at Omaha, Neb., and Saint Jooepb, Mo., are Included In the above 
data becauae receipta In numben of cattle and calY1!11 are not 11eparated at theee marketa u to 
atate of origin. 
Authority: U.S. Bureau of Asricultural Eeonomlm, Division of Crop and 1JY1!11tock Eeti-
mates, Des l\lolnee office. 
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TABLE IV. MARKETINGS OF CALVES FROM IOWA FARMS. 
Total Marketed through Marketed direct to 
marketinp 1toc~ market. Interior .-ken 
1931 ofcalvea 
Percent Percent 
Number of total Number of total 
January 20,569 12,m 62.l 7,792 37.0 
February 10,160 11,374 li0.4 7,786 40,6 
Mart'h 10,946 12,SU 64.4 7,105 35.6 
A "I 24,440 H,706 60.2 11,734 311.8 ~ 20,004 12,131 60.6 7,873 30.4 
June 20,802 12,1110 62,4 7,823 37.6 
July 17,543 10,270 58.6 7,2M 41.4 
August 22,634 H,620 64.6 8,014 35.4 
September 21,671 12,326 66.11 11,345 43.l 
October 26,906 H,575 M.2 12,331 4&.8 
November 24,644 15,838 64.3 8,806 35.7 
December 22,081 13,266 60.l 8,815 311.9 
Yearly totall 
11131 260,400 151,112 60.6 102,688 39.4 
11130 240,9111 1M,IM8 63.0 86,1140 36.1 
111211 233,6117 183,016 78.3 ll0,681 21.7 
11128 264,467 207,154 78.3 57,313 21.7-
11121 302,171 2411,510 82.6 52,661 17.4 
11126 2811,124 247,472 85.6 41,652 14.4 
1925 2114.360 262,400 811.l 31,1151 10.9 
1924 267,465 2311,873 80.7 27,502 10.3 
11123 1811,464 162,314 85.7 27,150 14.3 
11122 182,638 163,&07 811.6 111,031 10.4 
11121 168,100 1&9,807 115.1 8,2113 4.11 
1920 174,08'1 165,434 115.0 8,653 i;.o 
Note: Calvea marketed at Omaha! Neb., &!Id Saintlmeph, Mo. are notlnducled In the llbon 
data, but are shown in Pfe"iowi tab e of "Marketino of Cattle from lo- Farma.'' a-ipt. 
of cattle and calvea at tbeoe two marketl are not oei-rated u to atate of ~n. 
Authority: U.S. Durall of Apicultural Economica, DIYislOD of Crop and Llftlltock &ti• 
mal.e8, Dea Moinel office. 
creased from 5 to 39.4 percent. (See tables m and IV; which 
also show· marketings monthly for 1931 and yearly, 1920-1931}. 
In the last four or five years considerable attention has been 
paid to the increase in the proportion of Iowa hogs moving "di-
rect'' to packing plants, and because of the relatively larger 
volume of this movement this attention has probably been jus-
tified. On the other hand, since 1920 there have been relatively 
much greater increases in the proportion of cattle, calves and 
sheep moving "direct," and at the present time this movement 
forms a very significant part of the total marketings of these 
species of livestock. 
Attention is drawn to the notes accompanying tables llI and 
IV which indicate that since Omaha and St. Joseph do not sep-
arate receipts of cattle and calves by states, receipts of calves 
for these two markets are included in table m. This means 
that total marketings of cattle and marketings of cattle to stock-
yards should be adjusted downwards by the estimated number 
of calves received from Iowa at Omaha and St. Joseph. Like-
wise total marketings of calves and marketings of calves to 
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stockyards markets are too low and should be adjusted up-
wards by the amount of this estimate. After these adjust-
ments were made the proportion of total cattle receipts mar: 
keted direct appeared to be 2 percent too low and the direct 
marketings of calves 10 pei:cent too high so that in 1931 about 
14.8 percent of Iowa cattle were marketed direct to interior 
packers and about 35.5 percent of Iowa calves, as compared 
with 14.5 and 39.6 percent, respectively, as shown in tables III 
and IV. 
Sheep and Lambs 
There has been a very striking increase in the proportion of 
Iowa sheep and lambs moving direct to interior packers, par-
ticularly in the last three years. In 1920 less than 1 percent of 
Iowa sheep and lamb marketings moved to interior packers, and 
as recently as 1928 only 2 percent moved to these markets. 
In 1931, however, 19.3 percent moved to interior packers. 
(See table V, which shows also monthly marketings for 1931 and 
yearly marketings, 1920-1931). Few sheep move direct to other 
than interior packers. One concentration point handled some 
sheep in 1931. While these sheep did not all move to interior 
TABLE V. MARKETINGS OF SHEEP FROM IOWA FARMS. 
Total Marketed through Marketed direct to 
marketinp 1~markete l!'terior packen 
1931 of aheep ' 
Pereent Percent 
Number or total N1U11ber or total 
Jan11ar7 176,ll<l 169,881 90.8 16,233 9.2 
~~ 97,721 87,623 89.7 10,098 J0.3 111,893 46,428 SD.II 11,4811 10.11 
tr: 35,287 30,738 87.1 4,1151 12.9 28,1411 21,950 78.0 6,195 22.0 
Jwie 118,lH '2,861 73.8 111,250 26.2 
July 74,71111 49,203 65.8 25,1152 M.2 
AU&Ult 107,735 78,288 72.7 29,447 27.3 
September 92,113 64,728 ·~&:g 27,387 29.7 October 127,880 89,445 38,tlll 30.0 
November 144,187 118,033. 81.9 "28,134 18.1 
December 163,944 Hll,126 88.11 18,818 11.11 
Yearly lotale 
1931 1,15'1,MS 934,303 l!0.7 223,5'5 111.3 
1930 1,1111,391 978,201 87.t Hl,190 12.6 
11129 1114,1154 868,488 95.0 46,088 11.0 
1928 851,73" 836,830 98.0 17,00<l 2.0 
11127 11114,3511 1180,821 08.6 13,1538 1.4 
1926 861,789 853,211 99.0 8,578 l.O 
19211 739,118 731,723 DD.O 7,395 1.0 
1924 111111,132 Sl9,M7 99.4 11,285 .6 
1923 61111,4711 603,811 DD.2 11,&M .8 
1922 61111,652 691,0l7 98.8 8,605 1.2 
1921 J,013,407 1,00l,2411 DD.1 9,1118 .9 
1920 963,974 1157,361 99.3 8,813 .7 
Note: About 115.0 )ll!nlent or the total ullmber or eheep and lambe lllauabtered under Federal 
lnepectlon In the United States 19 clasaed as lambs, and 11.0 percent u abeep. It Is believed that 
the Pf!>portlon of lambs in the Iowa abeep and lamb marketihl!ll 19 about the aame u ahem!. 
Authority. U. B. Bureau of A&ricultural Eeonomi1:11, DIYblon of Crop and IJftlltock Eetl-
matee, Dee Moinee offlee. 
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packers, the proportion going elsewhere was insignificant and as 
a separate tabulation of concentration point sheep would reveal 
the business of individual plants this movement has been in-
cluded in the "directs" to interio~ packers. 
RELATION OF INTERIOR PACKING PLANT SLAUGHTER TO 
RECEIPTS OF IOWA LIVESTOCK 
Since 1927 ·interior packing plants located in or adjacent to 
Iowa have slaughtered a relatively stable number of hogs each 
year, but the business of these plants has continued to expand 
owing to very rapid increases in the slaughter of other species 
of livestock. As was also the case with hogs, interior packing 
plants' receipts of Iowa cattle, calves and sheep (tables Ill, IV 
and V) do not represent total slaughter of these species of live-
stock at these plants. In fact total slaughter of cattle and 
calves at interior packing plants which obtain at least part of 
their receipts from Iowa was double this figure, and the total 
slaughter of sheep in these plants was about half again as much. 
Iowa packing plants (not including those at Sioux City) re-
ceh•ed 305,593 cattle, of which they slaughtered 301,062 and re-
shipped 4,531. Of their total receipts 184,436 were purchased 
locally and 120,381 were purchased from stockyards markets. 
The balance, 776 was purchased from local points outside Iowa. 
Iowa packing pfants received 91,209 calves of which they 
slaughtered 90,891 and reshipped 318. Of their total receipts 
89,220 were received from Iowa, 1,68.9 were purchnsed from 
stockyards, and 300 were received from points out.side Iowa. 
Iowa packing plants received 198,145 sheep and lambs-
171,714 from Iowa and 26,431 from stockyards markets. They 
slaughtered 191,940 and reshipped 6,205. 
It is obvious that local purchases of cattle and sheep, par-
ticularly the former, do not supply the demand of Iowa 
packing plants for slaughter in their own plants, and these pur-
chases have to be supplemented by purchases, often from pref-
erence rather than necessity, of considerable numbers of cattle 
and sheep from public stockyards markets. 
PART II. STATISTICS OF LIVESTOCK TRUCKING* 
HOGS 
Truck marketings of Iowa hogs continued to increa5e in 1931. 
Over 4% million were trucked to market in that year as com-
•Part II of thla report la ma&t poalble throuab the eoopaatlon of the 11,.. public 
markets, 14 pacldnR plat>lll at1d U eontttttr&Uon polt>ta that ncelve Iowa llnstock 
b7 uuck. The wrller wbhN to npraa hla appnelatlon for the unanlmom ~
to hi• request for lnfomuaUon by the followlns: public stocbarcb located at Chlcaeo, 
Omaha. SL J-b. Sioux :l'allt, Sioux Cll7; packlnir plat>ta 1-ted at Albert IAa, 
Minn., Austin, Minn., Cedar Rapldt. DafttlPOrt.. Dubuque:.. Des Moines, Fort DodRe, 
Mason Cltt, )lmcaUne, Nebnullta City, Neb., Ottumwa. rerry, Sioux Falla, S. D.; 
Waterloo; and eot1eet1tr&Uon polt1u located at Belle Plaine, Boone. BnrllnRton, Car-
roll, Cherokee. Cllt>tcn, Connell Blnfb, c ... ton. Dea Molnn. Eaale Groore, Fort 
Dodse. Iowa Falla, lo- City. KelthAbnrir, 111., Manson, Manhalltown. McGresor, Mt.• 
-rl ValleJ', Mn.ocaUne, Oelwein, O.kaloou, Perry, Sannnab, 111 .. Shenandoah, 811>-
)ey, Spen~. Tama. Vall.,. JancUon, Waablnirton, WaYer~. 
Year 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1026 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
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TABLE VI. IOWA HOOS TRUCKED TO MARKET, TERMINAL 
RELOAD OR PACKING PLANT, 1920-1931 
Iowa hop marketed Hop trucked to market• Percent trucked 
8,665,624 484,000 5.6 
8,983,719 566,000 6.3 
9,698,694 698,000 7.2 
13,316,347 !199,000 7.5 
13,746,317 1,055,951 7.7 
10,882,512 1,287,703 11.7 
10,675,479 1,703,812 16.0 
11,551,093 2,354,516 20.4 
13,125,056 2,853,902 21.7 
12,326,623 3,268,883 26.5 
12,179,960 3,7ff1,850 31.l 
13,075,808 4,564,125 34.9 
*1920-1923-partly ~tlmated. 
pared with 3% million in 1930 and 3% million in 1929. This 
was an increase of 21 percent over the previous year and rep-
resents 34.9 percent of the total marketings of Iowa hogs. (See 
table VI.) 
Continued improvement in the operating efficiency of trucks 
and the further increase in the miles of all-weather roads in 
Iowa, together with an increase in the number of truck mar-
ket outlets available have continued to change many aspects of 
livestock marketing in Iowa. In the last two years nearly 1,500 
miles of paving have been laid in Iowa, and on Jan. 1, 1932, 
nearly 90 percent of the primary road system of the state con-
sisted of paving or other types of all-weather roads, such as 
gravel and shale. In 1931 as in 1930 weather conditions inter-
fered to a minimum degree with trucking on unsurfaced roads.• 
Table VII shows the truck movement of Iowa hogs to the 
three main groups markets. Public stockyards receipts of truck 
hogs from Iowa increased. 27 percent in 1931 over 1930, the 
largest yearly increase since 1928. Receipts of truck hogs from 
Iowa at local packing plants increased 23 percent in 1931 as 
1924 
1925 
1926 
l!l27 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
TABLE Vil. IOWA HOOS TRUCKED TO MARKETi 1924-i931, AND 
PERCENTAGE INCREASE OVER PREV OUS YEAR. 
Public Per- Packing Per- Concentration Per- Total 
atockyardo cent plan ta cent points cent 
592,046 371,633 92,Z69 J,055,951 
666,9tl 13 515,210 39 105,552 1( l,2ff1,703 
82'7,5().I 24 730,675 42 145,633 42 1,70::,812 
960,631 16 1,058,738 45 335,H7 130 2,354,516 
1,375,804 43 l,093,2!M 3 :ts.t,so.i 15 2,853,902 
1,429,119 4 1,089,097 0 750,667 95 3,268,883 
1,520.325 6 1.422,329 31 8-15,1!!6 13 :l,7ff1,850 
1,929,000 27 1,750,107 23 885,018 5 4,564,125 
Per-
cent 
22 
32 
37 
21 
12 
16 
21 
•Thia circular does not give any t!On•lderatlon to the volume of livestock trucked 
to local loadl'lK points. The volume or thla movement lo, or course, very great. It 
Is as uncommon now to oee a wagonload or live<itock as It was a truckload 10 yean 
ago. It must be remembered that or the total truck marketings reported above, oome 
760,000 head or hogs would have moved to the<1e points anyway because these loading 
wlnta were the clOllC!!lt. The net movement of hog!! by truck away from the closest 
loading point, therefore, amounted to about 8,760,000 In 1931. 
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compared with 31 percent in 1930, and a slight decrease in 
1929. Concentration point receipts of truck hogs from Iowa 
increased only 5 percent in 1931 over the previous year. Total 
receipts of truck hogs increased 21 percent over the previous 
year as compared with 16 and 12 percent, respectively, in 1930 
and 1929. :Marketings of Iowa hogs by truck in 1931 increased 
776,275 over the previous year, the largest absolute increase so 
far registered. , 
Stockyards markets increased the margin by which they lead 
the packing plant group in the number of hogs delivered by 
truck in 1931, receiving 42 percent of the total, as compared 
with 39 percent received by the packing plants. These two 
groups increased the proportion of Iowa truck hogs received in 
1931 over 1930 at the expense of the concentration points whose 
hog receipts constituted but 19 percent of the total movement 
of truck hogs as compared with 22 percent the previous year. 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
TABLE VIII. PERCENTAGE OF IOWA TRUCKED HOOS OOINO TO 
EACH TYPE OF MARKET. 
Public otock,....Li Packing plant. Conrentntion Total 
point. 
66 35 II 100 
62 40 8 100 
48 43 9 100 
41 45 H 100 
48 39 13 100 
44 33 23 100 
40 38 22 100 
42 39 19 100 
There does not seem to be any basis for assuming that the 
truck movement of livestock will not continue to increase. On 
Jan. 25, 1932, a new schedule of interstate railroad freight 
rates on livestock was put into effect. Rates on single-deck cars 
of hogs arc now considerably higher than they have been since 
1920. The increases were particularly large on shipments origi· 
nating in westem Iowa and moving East, for example, to Chi-
cago. Rates on hogs shipped double-deck were not increased 
BS much and in certain sections Of the state Were actually lo\V· 
ered. In the past, however, particularly from the local loading 
points in Iowa, the majority of the hogs have been shipped sin-
gle-deck, many of the small shippers at these points not having 
enough hogs available at one time to ship double. 
At the same time the truck rates for hauling livestock have 
been declining, and in sections of. the state where competition 
between truckers is more or less unregulated, rates are now very 
low, probably below the actual cost of giving this service. 
:Many producers, too, have given insufficient consideration 
to other phases of livestock trucking, particularly the relative 
shrink involved in moving livestock considerable distances by 
truck as compared \vith that of the combined truck and rail 
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movement. The Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station is now 
making a study of this problem and shouJd have some informa-
tion available soon which will aid producers in deciding upon 
the most economical method of marketing their livestock. 
Eight .years' records do not indicate any definite trend in the 
proportion of Iowa truck hogs going to packing plants, but 
some decline has taken place in the proportion going to public 
stockyards and a corresponding increase in the proportion go-
ing to concentration points, though this trend was reversed in 
1931. Probably the development of trucking to public stock-
yards preceded, at least in some measure, the development of 
this movement to other types of markets. Consequently, 
though the absolute number of hogs trucked to public stock-
yards has increased, the proportion going·there has declined. 
While the proportion of Iowa truck hogs going to public 
stockyards markets increased but 2 percent, from 40 percent in 
1930 to 42 percent in 1931 (see table Vll), the absolute in-
crease was much greater (see table VII) with the result that in 
1931 Iowa truck receipts constituted 37 percent of all receipts 
TABLE IX. PERCENTAGE IOWA TRUCKED HOGS ARE OF ALLHOG 
RECEIPTS FROM IOWA AT EACH TYPE OF MARKET. 
Public atOt'kyards All packing plante Concentration Total 
point. 
---
-1024 7 JO 7 7.7 
1025 10 17· 10 JJ .8 
1026 14 20 15 16.0 
1027 16 26 22 20.4 
1028 22 21 25 21.7 
1929 30 20 36 26.5 
1930 32 30 32 31.l 
1931 37 33 35 34.9 
of Iowa hogs, compared with 32 percent in 1930 and only 7 per-
cent in 1924. In every year since 1924 Iowa truck hog receipts 
at public stockyards have made· up a larger proportion of the 
total receipts of Iowa hogs of these markets than in any pre-
vious year (see table IX). ·Though the same tendency (for 
truck receipts to form an increasing proportion of the total) is 
observable in packing plant and concentration point receipts, 
it has been slower and more erratic. 
The percentage that Iowa truck hogs constituted of total re-
ceipts of Iowa hogs at each type of market remained fairly uni-
form in 1931, being 37 percent for public stockyards, 33 percent 
for packing plants and 35 ·percent for reload stations, four 
points higher than 1930 for public stockyards and 3 points 
higher for both the packing plant and reload station groups. 
Public stockyards markets in the Middlewest continued to 
increase their truck receipts by a larger proportion than the 
movement of Iowa truck hogs to these markets would indicate. 
While the number of Iowa hogs moving to public stockyards 
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TABLE X. RECEIPTS OF TRUCK HOGS, SIOUX CITY AND OMAHA.• 
SlomtC!ty Omaha 
Year 
Number Percent Number Percent 
1920 133,6111 8 181,458 7 
1921 179,931 9 218,894 8 
1922 277,214 10 264,814 9 
1923 383,448 12 300,702 9 
1924 483,307 13 41',000 10 
1925 885,304 17 433,362 13 
1928 845,871 3f 528,005 20 
1927 922,405 40 7f3,6t:r 29 
1928 1.:178,319 50 1,204,035 38 
1929 1,491,687 8f 1,372,341 42 
1930 1,860,250 72 1,573,080 47 
1931 2,164,470 82 2,048,185 as 
•Annual reporta of 1tockyarda compalllel at Sious City aad Omaha. 
markets made up 37 percent of the total receipts of Iowa hogs 
at these markets, Sioux City and Omaha received 82 and 58 
percent, respectively, of their total receipts of hogs by truck. 
Twelve years ago Sioux City received but 6 percent of their 
total hog receipts by truck and Omaha but 7 percent. 
CATTLE 
Three years' records are now available on the truck move-
ment of Iowa cattle, calves and sheep. This series does not 
cover a long enough period of time to enable drawing very 
sweeping conclusions, but a casual perusal of the following 
tables will indicate that in 1931 truck marketings of Iowa cattle, 
calves and sheep constituted a larger proportion of the total 
marketings of these species than truck marketings of hogs con-
stituted of total hog marketings. 
Truck marketings of Iowa cattle constituted 35.1 percent of 
the total marketings of Iowa cattle in 1931 as compared with 26.2 
percent in 1930and18.9 percent in 1929 (see table XI). Truck 
marketings of cattle have been increasing more rapidly in the 
last three years than have truck marketings of hogs, for in 
1931 the proportions of truck marketings of cattle and hogs 
were almost identical, while in 1929 proportionate truck mar-
ketings of hogs were 40 percent larger. 
TABLE .XI. TOTAL AND TRUCK MARKETINGS OP IOWA CATTLE.• 
Tobi Marlretl11111 (ha ~1) at 
Tniclt marketlnp 
Pablle alocbarda tataior; i-ldac ~ l\larbUap 
~ Truck p.,.. All Truck p.,.. rec. _, rec. rec. cent 
Per-
cent 
1029 1,488,0UI 280,807 18.9 1,336 241 18 152 39 29 
1930 l,508,M& ®'.&3a 26,2 1,314 317 24 l~ 77 .4() 
1931 1,66$.283 549,341 30.1 1,334 flt 31 231 139 80 
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Interior packers receive a much larger proportion of their 
Iowa cattle by truck than do the stockyards markets. They also 
receive a larger proportion of their cattle by truck than they 
do of hogs. In 1931 interior packers received 60 percent of 
their Iowa cattle and but 33 percent of their Iowa hogs by 
truck; stockyards markets received 31 and 37 percent, respec-
tively. It must be remembered, however, that interior packers 
purchase a considerable proportion of their cattle at public 
stockyards markets. Truck receipts of cattle at Iowa packing 
plants, for example, constituted 62 percent of the total receipts 
of Iowa cattle but made up only 35 percent of the total slaugh-
ter of cattle at these plants. 
CALVES 
Slightly more than two-fifths of Iowa calves are trucked to 
market (see table XIl). 'l'he truck is therefore a relatively 
more important means of moving Iowa calves to market than 
in moving either cattle or hogs. 
TABLE XII. TOTAL AND TRUCK MARKETINGS OF IOWA CALVES.• 
Total l\larketinp (in thouaande) at 
Truck marketinp 
Public etoekyards Interior packing plants 
l\luketlngs ---- -All Truck Per- All Truck Per· 
rec. rec. cent rec. rec. cent 
-, ------- ----192tl 254.197 56.611 I 22.3 2Gl 23 11 51 34 67 1930 26l,207 91,111 34.5 177 I 31 18 87 60 69 1931 28-1,400 116,Gl4 40.8 182 38 21 103 78 76 
*Total marketinp and public etoclcyarde muketlngs have been adjusted for the eetimated 
number of Iowa calves marketed at Olllllha and St. Joeepb. See notee, tablee III and IV. 
As was the case with cattle, a much larger proportion of in-
terior packing plant receipts of calves are delivered by the 
truck than are public stockyard receipts. In 1931, 76 percent 
of interior packing plants' receipts of calves were trucked in, 
while only 21 percent of public stockyard receipts of calves 
came by truck. In contrast to cattle, however, practically all of 
the interior packing plant slaughter of calves is bought locally. 
Truck receipts of calves at Iowa packing plants represented 68 
percent of the total slaughter of cakes at these plants in 1931. 
SHEEP AND LAMBS 
In 1931 a larger proportion of Iowa sheep and lambs were 
trucked to market than of any other species of livestock. Truck 
marketings of some 546,000 sheep and .lambs represented 47.2 
percent of total marketings from Iowa that year. This com-
pares with 32.1 percent in 1930 and 24.8 percent in 1929. 
As with cattle and calves, interior packing plants received a 
larger proportion of their sheep by truck than did public stock-
yards markets. In 1931, 83 percent of interior packing plant re-
ceipts of sheep were received by truck as compared with 39 
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TABLE XIII. TOTAL AND TRUCK MARKETINGS OF IOWA SHEEP. 
Total llarbtinp (In thomancb) at 
l\larketinp Truck marketlnp 
Public•~ Interior packl11& plant.I 
All Truck Per- All Truck Pei-
rec. rec. cent rec. rec. ..ent 
11129 I 014,654 228,5H I 24.8 868 190 23 46 27 119 1930 1,110,3111 358,0U 32.l 978 261 27 141 98 70 
1031 1,157,M8 MG.490 47.2 OH 381 311 224 185 83 
percent for the public stockyards markets. While interior pack· 
ing plant slaughter of sheep and lambs has been increasing rap-
idly in the last few years (see table V) truck receipts have been 
increasing more rapidly, and, consequently, about 70 percent 
of interior packing plant receipts of sheep were received by 
truck in 1930 and but 59 percent in 1929. In 1931 nearly 84 
percent of Iowa packing plant slaughter of sheep and lambs 
was bought locally, and of this local purchase 90 percent was 
received by truck. 
PART III. APPENDIX 
TABLE I. STOCKER AND FEEDER Ll~OCK SHIPPED INTO IOWA 
FROM PUBLIC STOCKYARDS. 
Cattle &-pndtamtt. 
1031 1930 1031 1930 
January 3U07 38,7117 7.053 10,022 
Februarj 22335 34,G03 8,227 7,608 
March 19,00:Z 30,3H 4,66f 7,333 
A 'I 17,52G 22,821 4,40& 3,527 lr.;. 0,838 15,917 4,760 3,041 
June 0,315 H,334 12,1128 U,943 
July 17,877 12,143 2G,1H 27,169 
Aug111t 48,234 28,671 114,878 101,990 
September 70,600 70,wT 115,368 187,412 
October 1~.012 110,272 90,liO.f 108,0U 
Nonmber 04,324 72,0U 31,145 21,640 
December 32,338 47,GIO 12,22.S 11,378 
Annuat Totale 
1031 482,811 433,190 
1030 505UIO 478,914 
1020 &38,240 512,761 
1928 490,081 457,301 
1927 432,250 381,421 
1926 517,428 418,398 11n& 487,334 302,351 
1924 510,0SO fO'l,718 
1023 741,437 403.870 
1922 843,911 280,854 
11121 487,858 :zot.e! 
1920 471,0111 614,664 
Authority: U. 8. Depar:tment of Acricalture. 1leported by the Baft:au of Animal Jndmtly 
to the Di\'iiion of Crvp ii.nd Lin.tock &llmatee, Deli lfol- offlre. 
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TABLE II. COMPARISON OF CHANGES IN ANNUAL PIO CROPS AND ANNUAL (PACKING YEAR) HOG MARKETINGS FROM IOWA-
PERCENTAGE OF PREVIOUS YEAR. 
Pis crop year Si.a of p!1 crop-spring and 
fall combined-j)ereent Packing year-hoc marketinaa Oct. 1 to Sept. 30 
11123 
1924. 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
103.1 
86.1 
00.6 
100.8 
105.8 
00.6 
100.8 
105.4 
108.6 
101 .4 (1923-24) 
89. Ii (1924-25) 
112.3 (1926-26) 
103.0 (1926-27) 
Jll.3 {1927-21!) 
00. 7 (1928-29) 
100. 8 (1929-30) 
lOI. 7 (1930-31) 
-- (1931-32) 
Note: The fint column of fil!Ures, repreeentin1the1ire of U-e annual pig crop In percenlll!Je 
of the prevfous year, la a weighted percentage baaed upon the indlcationa of the eemiannual pig 
llUl'Veya. The else of the •Pring pig crop taken ae a percentage of the previollf year Is weighted 
by 100, representing the number of aom farrowing In the epring. The fall pig crop percentage ia 
weighted byihe flir;ure indicaUng the ratio of number of 10W11 farrowing in the fall to the number 
which farrowed In the epring of the eame year. Jmperfectione In both the pig eurvey data and 
records of marketlnp are probably responsible for eome of the differential l>etween the ('ereent-
age changes of the 1ise of the crop and the volume of marketings, but the change lo eile of the 
Iowa pig crop le a fair barometer of total marketiop from Iowa during the correepondiog pack• 
Ing year. 
A uthorlty: U. S. Department of Agriculture, Dlvlelon of Crop and Livestock E!tlmatee, 
Dea Moines office. 
TABLE III. RESULTS OF SEMIANNUAL PIO SURVEYS FOR IOWA. 
So...-pring farrow Sowa-fall farrow (Percentaae of preYioue year) (Percentap of previous year) 
n-mber· June 
Yean reported Actual DUference ~ Actual Difrerence lntenUona farrowi:f' between f~ between foraprina report artual and for fall actual and 
farrow lo June lo ten ti one farrow In Dec. iotentlone 
1922 
--
120.7 
---
148.l 149.2 1.1 PIWI 
1923 111.0 101.0 4.9 Minus 112.0. 93.7 18.3 Minus 
1924 95.3 81.8 13.5 Minus 82.4 66.-4 16.0 Minus 
1925 02.4 81•.5 10.9 Minus 101.6 93.0 8.6 Minus 
1926 113.7 101.0 12.7 Minus 129.8 112.2 17.4 Mlnua 
1027 109.4 103.0 6.4 Minus 118.2 120.6 2.4 Plua 
1928 94.8 88.8 6.0 Minus 112.4 101.4 5.0 Minus 
1929 105.0 02.9 12.1 Mlilua 120.0 123.6 3.8 Plus 
1930 107.2 00.4 10.8 Mione J18.8 111.1 5.7 Mlnua 
1931 109.7 100.1 9.6 MiDWI 128;7 128.1 . .6 Minua 
1932 102.9 
-- -- -- -- ---
Authority: U. 8. Departmeni of Alriculture, Dl...W1111 of Crop and Llnstock F..stimatee, 
Del Moinfll office. 
TABLE IV. BEEF STEER RECEIPTS AT CHICAGO BY GRADES. 1929-1931• 
From Iowa Total ~!pta at Chicqo 
1931 1930 1929 1931 1930 1929 
Choice and Prim~ 56,939 70,886 53,198 134,567 148,600 143,302 
Good 217,400 205,231 234,870 491,668 449,422 643,434 
Medium 165,090 177,445 152,105 413,300 403,413 347,30'7 
Common 82,415 65,803 57,000 177,762 180,llili 143,259 
Othersrad• 7,395 7,089 4,389 22,793 24,liOS 12,li49 
Total for )'ear 509,239 526,4&7 l501,li62 1,242,988 1,206,098 1,189,851 
. 
•Authority: United Statee Bureau of Alricultural Economlc:e, Dl\'lelon of Crop and Llnetock 
F..stimates, D• l\loinee office. 
